
 

          PROBUS Club of Durham West 
www.durhamwestprobus.org 

 
February 2021  

PROBUS Monthly Meeting via Zoom 
February 11th, 2021 

 
 
PROBUS club of Durham West is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: PROBUS Monthly General Meeting 
Time: Feb 11, 2021 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Meeting Identifier and Passcode will be emailed to Members on the Monday prior to the 
meeting. 
____________________________________________________________ 
             
 

      

    
 
 
Well, here we go into year two of the COVID-19 pandemic and I can’t 
help but recall that the first in person PROBUS Club of Durham West 
meeting that I chaired, in March, in place of then president, Jim 
Hinnecke, was also our last. As you know though, our club has 
continued operating. We are doing that “virtually” of course, using the 
Zoom platform. If you know a member who is either unable or 
uncomfortable accessing the internet we can help. Additionally, the 
Town of Ajax library is loaning both iPads and “hotspots” for people 
who do not have computer devices or internet access and we can help with that also. 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see that our number of members has remained close to the 
maximum that we have had the past several years and last month we welcomed 14 new 
members to the club. The club is healthy and strong. We are continuing our monthly meetings 
and have enjoyed presentations on a variety of topics by entertaining and informative 
presenters. We are always looking for ideas for presenters and activities that the club can try.  
 
This year we will be replacing four members of the management team whose terms of office will 
expire. The positions are as follows: House, Membership, Webmaster and Treasurer. If you’re 
interested in any of these roles, please let me know. Additionally, if you’re unsure of what’s 
involved with any position contact me. You are welcome to attend a monthly management group 
meeting. 
 
February will mark the 12th anniversary of the club. There will be no cake and coffee this year 
but plans are underway for something extra special next year for our 13th. 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Byron Simmons 
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Finally, I have included a photo of a spectacular sunrise. The photo was taken by my wife Janet 
during an early morning walk down to Lake Ontario. 
 
Remember, 
stay positive, test negative, 
Byron Simmons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ZOOM HOW TO” 
There is a separate document called “Zoom How to and Cheat Sheet”, courtesy of Mark de 
Sousa of PROBUS Club of Whitby Brooklin. 
 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER 
 
Adam Shoalts on Journey Alone Across Canada’s 
Arctic  
 
Named "one of Canada's greatest living explorers" 
by Canadian Geographic, Adam Shoalts is the author 
of the #1 national best-selling books Alone Against the 
North, A History of Canada in 10 Maps, and his latest 
title, Beyond the Trees, which was named by Indigo 
"one of the best books of the year." It tells the story of 
his nearly 4,000 km solo journey across Canada's 
Arctic. Shoalts has a Ph.D. from McMaster in History 
and is currently the Westaway Explorer-in-Residence 
of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. He will share with us the story of his journey alone 
across Canada's Arctic, including close encounters with bears, wolves, getting stranded ice 
floes, and spending months without human contact."  
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 
 

We wish to remind you if you have not already done so, that your membership renewal cheque 
for $30 per person is now due. So far, we have had over 70% of our members submit their dues. 
"Way to Go!!” However, there is still a way to go!  
 
We would really appreciate those who have not submitted their cheques to please do so as soon as 
possible as this would really help us a lot! 
 
Please mail (or drop off your cheque in our mailbox) to:  
Geoff & Bonnie Cutten  
1532 Huntsmill Drive 
Pickering, ON, L1V 5J5 
 
Please remember to review your cheque before mailing it to ensure you are writing the new year 
date 2021, making the cheque payable to the PROBUS Club of Durham West and signing the 
cheque.  
 
If you are not renewing your membership, please let us know.  
 
Remember, if we do not receive your membership dues by February 28, 2021, you risk losing your 
membership and would need to reapply as a new member with the new membership fee of $50 and 
possibly placed on a waiting list.  
Please Welcome the following 14 new members to our club: 
 
Alan Dryden,  
Leanne Frew,  
John & Janice Redman, 
Terri Stewart,  
Barbara Allison,  
Uwe & Maureen Schorn,  
Nancy Holt,  
Sharon White (Midgette),  
Maureen MacNeil,  
Of which 3 members who are returning to our club: 
Brian Sheppard (a past president), and 
John Crouse & Carol Kaake 
 
Stay safe and healthy, 
Geoff & Bonnie Cutten, Membership Chairs 
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SOCIAL 

 
All social events are cancelled until such time it is safe to resume. However, we are looking for 
ideas so we can stay socially connected. I will be reaching out to those who completed the last 
survey so we can work as a team to provide interesting ideas. I encourage anyone interested in 
assisting to please contact Lorna Smith at lsmith1@bell.net. This will not be a long-term 
commitment. We need some fresh ideas to get us through COVID 19 and stay socially 
connected. I’m looking forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 
 

MILK BAGS 

Thank you to all who still collect the milk bags during COVID-19.  Please continue to do so as 
the need is just as great now as it was before.    Milk bags are used to make sleeping mats for 
third world countries and for the homeless people in our own local organizations.  They also 
serve as packaging for medicines and food and at times used for operating tables. 

You may drop off your collection of milk bags at 71 Hurley Road, Ajax and leave on our front 
porch. 

Thank you. 

Sharon & Renzo Castellarin (Please wash them and drip dry before donating them-Editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Allan Gardens, Photo: Shirley Gonsalves 
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ACTIVITIES  

 
If you would like to coordinate a new remote group or shared experience, please email June 
Booth at jdbooth52@yahoo.ca or call 905-686-1477.  
 
Co-ordinating an Interest Group can be rewarding, and it doesn’t take a lot of effort on your part. 
Usually, a few emails once a month. 
 
ZOOM Group Get Together: 
As you know, our club has a corporate zoom account.  If your group wishes to set up for virtual 
meeting, your group leader can email for June Booth for instructions. 
 
Snowshoeing at Lyndebrook Golf & Country Club, Whitby, has been postponed to December 
2021. 
 
June Booth 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BOOK CLUBS     
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WORDS WORTH READING BOOK CLUB  
 
In February, the book club is reading the novel, Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker by Jennifer 
Chiaverini.  We learn of the friendship that blossomed between Mary Todd Lincoln and her 
seamstress, Elizabeth "Lizzie" Keckley, a former slave who gained her professional reputation 
in Washington, D.C. by outfitting the city's elite. Chiaverini brings history to life through her 
excellent research. 
We continue to meet via Zoom to discuss our books. 
 
Contact: Jean Jackson at jeanej@rogers.com or 905-420-6410 
 
THE NOVEL READERS 
 
In February, the Novel Readers will discuss "The No.1 Ladies' Detective Agency" by Alexander 
McCall Smith. It is the first book in the series that currently has more than 20 books. Looking 
ahead to March, we will be reading "Love and Ruin" by Paula McLain. The Novel Readers 
continue to use Zoom for our meetings. We usually begin our chats at 1:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of the month. For more information, please contact Colleen Lea at 905-686-1629 
or colleenlea@hotmail.com 
 
BOWLING  
 
Our group has decided that we will continue to put our bowling sessions on hold. We hope to 
resume if we can safely in September.  
The health & safety of our members is our top priority!   
Stay active this Winter by getting outside in the sunshine and exercising.  
Bonnie bcutten0809@rogers.com 
 
CINEMA CLUB  
 
Happy New Year! I trust you are all well and making the best of the current situation, a 
challenge to our resilience and creativity! Most of us are blessed with so many options at the 
mere flick of a switch, click of a mouse, press of a button, or even voice command for some 
when indoors, and Mother Nature when out-of-doors. 
Cinema Club remains on hiatus until the COVID-19 crisis is no longer and the Whitby Landmark 
Cinema reopens.  
It is a pleasure to welcome new members Barbara Allison, Maureen Schorn, Nancy Holt and 
Maureen MacNeill to the Cinema Club.  
We look forward to meeting you in person, hopefully this year!!! 
 
Until such time, Karen and I can be reached at: 
Claire Speed  mcspeed@rogers.com   905-428-6356 
Karen Dryden  kdryden2852@gmail.com  416-580-0091   
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CREATE AND CHAT  
 
Happy New Year everyone! I hope you enjoyed a great Christmas and New Year in spite of our 
unique circumstances. 
There is still no indication that a face-to-face meeting will happen anytime soon but I’m sure 
there will be a lot of ‘show and tell’ once we have that opportunity. The good news is that we 
have three new members from this month and two from last fall so there will be new faces in the 
group and more stories to share.  
Let me know if you have discovered a new wool shop or have any great patterns to share and I 
will distribute to the group. 
 
Contact: Sharon Marshall, oxford9390@gmail.com 
 
GARDEN CLUB 
 
The garden club remains in recess due to the covid situation. We would like to welcome our 
newest member Terri Stewart and the return of Brian Sheppard. We look forward the coming 
gardening season. 
 
Geoff Nie 
 
MARATHON BRIDGE 
 
As all players of this group have been informed, I will not be renewing my membership in 
PROBUS Club of Durham West.  Therefore, a new convenor will be required whenever the club 
considers restarting in the future.  Please contact June Booth, jdbooth52@yahoo.ca, as the 
Activity co-ordinator, if any member is interested in volunteering to lead this group. I have 
enjoyed my years with PROBUS Club of Durham West and thank you for your friendship.  
Best wishes and stay safe, Val Randall. 
 
NATURE LOVERS 
 
This year's proposed Nature Lovers outings are postponed until further notice. I am planning 
two scavenger hunts and a trash pickup in spring and a late summer/fall nature hike. I will keep 
you posted on when and if these are a go.  
 
Geoff Cutten 
 
P.S. The cartoons below are courtesy of Geoff Cutten, especially the one referring to 
“answering the call of nature”, i.e.  when there are no restrooms. 
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From the Glendale area in Pickering 
A family of beavers has taken up residence in the South Pine Creek ravine between Storrington 

St. and Bronte Square. They have 
dammed the creek providing a pond 
for a large gathering of Mallard 
ducks, and they have cut down 
several trees along the banks of the 
creek. 
Ian Medford 
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SCRAPBOOK CLUB 
 
The Scrappers made hinged and folded cards this month of January. 
The instructions were relatively simple, and the fun of working together online was much 
appreciated by all.   

Bernice Morton, bernicemay@sympatico.ca  reporting for  
Sue Porter 
Tel: 905-839-4904 

 
 
SNAPPED PHOTOGRAPHY  

The Snapped Photography club enjoyed a virtual presentation by Jonathan van Bilsen at our 
January 20th Zoom meeting. Jonathan gave a presentation of some of the 107 countries he has 
visited. He provided excellent photos along with some photography ideas, travel tips and 
interesting stories of his experiences. You may be interested in his TV travel show 
at https://youtu.be/X_K6DBazcVk . 

Next month we will be sharing our best photos 
that we took during 2020. 

Snapped is an amateur photography club 
where all types of cameras and levels of 
photography are welcome. 

If you are interested in trying photography 
contact Lorna Smith at lsmith1@bell.net 
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Ukulele Strummers 

The Ukulele Strummers are looking forward to getting together again, when it warms up, and 
can gather outside in the garden! Flex those fingers everyone.  Spring is approaching! 
 
Stay Safe, 
Sue Porter 
Tel: 905-839-4904 

Wednesday Walking Group 

 Join us each Wednesday at 10 as we walk the 
paved, plowed and salted paths in the area.  Most 
have heated washrooms.  We follow the rules for 
distancing, etc.  This is a time to get some much 
needed exercise and socialization to keep us all sane.  
If you would like to join our group, send me your 
name and email address.  You can expect one email 
per week with the next location. 
Winter walks are normally one hour in length.  But in 
really cold weather they can be shorter.  We have 
groups that walk fast, slow and snail like, so you are 
bound to feel comfortable.  Why not come and try it 

out?  We are a terrific bunch of people! 
 
Bernice Pyke 
billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com 

 
Photos by Jennifer Haddad 
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NEWS 
 

What’s happening for seniors in our town?  A calendar of events, important phone numbers and 
web sites, craft crate registrations and more.   It’s all at  www.ajax.ca/55plus 
 
Did you know that Durham Region has access to the 211 help line?  Search by topics or 
keyword or chat line  https://211ontario.ca/ 
 
Durham Region Transit on Demand: You can book a personal pickup and return between 5 am 
– midnight, using your PRESTO card by calling 1-866-247-0055 or go 
to  https://www.durhamregiontransit.com/en/travelling-with-us/planning-your-
travel.aspx?_mid_=28149 for more information. 
 
See the new LINK newsletter (linking residents to recreational opportunities) 
at  https://view.publitas.com/ajax/55-plus-newsletter-link/page/1 
 
*NEW Virtual Fitness Programs over Zoom for February and March – call Customer Service 
905-427-8811 to register. 
 

     
Additional Activity Groups and Contact Information 

If you would like more information about when and where these groups meet 
or what they are doing for fun and learning, please contact the leader or June 
Booth at jdbooth52@yahoo.ca 

 
BREW CREW    - Patsy Leamon palpa@sympatico.ca 
DINNER IS SERVED CLUB  - Fran Griffin  frangriffinhome@gmail.com 

DINNER GROUP- ORIGINAL - Bruce Green  meandchester@bell.net 

DINNER GROUP #3             - Shahid Naeem         naeemsx@gmail.com 

GARDEN CLUB   - Geoff Nie  geoff.nie@sympatico.ca 
INDOOR GOLF   - Elizabeth Long          elizabeth.long97@yahoo.ca  
UKELELE STRUMMERS  - Sue Porter   s.e.porter@rogers.com 
NIBBLES AT NIGHT   - Fran Griffin              frangriffinhome@gmail.com 
   
BREAKFAST CLUB   - Linda Robbins    richard.robbins@sympatico.ca 
MARATHON BRIDGE  - June Booth  jdbooth52@yahoo.ca  
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Craft Crate: Acrylic painting by Dorothy Green 
 
 

 

This photo was captured on January 28th, 2021, at our Zoom meeting of the 
Management Committee of PROBUS Club of Durham West. 
The board was elected in September 2020. The next election is September 2021. 
Please consider volunteering for our club. 
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PROBUS Club of Durham West WEBSITE, 

For an electronic link to the Newsletter, follow the link: 
http://www.durhamwestprobus.org  (hold control key and click) 

For information on other PROBUS Clubs in Canada go to https://probus.org and for 

International Clubs go to https://probusglobal.org.                                                              

Please email submissions to our editor, Ada Larock, at durhamwestprobus@gmail.com  

 
2020-2021 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

    PRESIDENT----------- Byron Simmons                  bandjsimmons@rogers.com 

    VICE PRESIDENT--- Ruth Bridge    rbridge@rogers.com 

PAST PRESIDENT-- Jim Hinnecke                       james.hinnecke@rogers.com 

SECRETARY ---------- Ann Buffett                          annbuffett28@gmail.com   

TREASURER --------- Bernice Pyke                        billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP ------- Geoff & Bonnie Cutten         gcutten0809@rogers.com 

SPEAKER ------------  Shahid Naeem           naeemsx@gmail.com                       

HOUSE ----------------  vacant 

NEWSLETTER -------Ada Larock                            durhamwestprobus@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER --------Ian Medford                           ismedford1@gmail.com 

ACTIVITIES ------------June Booth                           jdbooth52@yahoo.ca 

SOCIAL ----------------Lorna Smith                           lsmith1@bell.net 

Happy Feb 14th 

 


